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OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Your Excellency, President of the AIPA and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia 
Distinguished colleagues and guest
Ladies and gentlemen

It is a great honor for our delegation to speak before this distinguished meeting and convey best greetings from the Russian parliamentarians.

Russia first joined the Organization as an observer country 23 years ago. And this fact gives me the right to emphasize that we highly appreciate cooperation with our ASEAN colleagues at bilateral level, and in international forums. And we fully respect the principles and the goals of AIPA. And with great pleasure I use this opportunity to extend our warm congratulations on the occasion of 45 Anniversary of the ASEAN, which was widely marked at the beginning of August.
An Anniversary is always a milestone when it is useful to look back into history, sum up some of the results and draw up plans for the future. Over this quite a short period of time ASEAN has become an influential and highly-respected organization in the world and achieved widely-recognized successes in political, economic and cultural integration of the peoples of South-East Asia.
 Russia has always advocated a stable and predictable situation in Asia,  dynamic development of the regional economy. On the other hand, it’s a common knowledge that economically and politically strong Russia also gives reasonable benefits to the ASEAN countries. There is tremendous potential for our nations. Our economies can effectively complement each other.
Just imagine, two thirds of Russian enormous territory, accounting, according to some estimates for 20 per cent of the world natural resources, lie in Asian part of Russia. By its culture, religion and mentality many Russians and ethnic minorities are close to the peoples of South-East Asia. Just to illustrate. Our five member delegation is composed of the representatives of five nationalities belonged to three major confessions: Christianity, Islam and Buddhism.
As a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional nation, Russia has a firm determination to act in line with the multi-polar world order based on the respect for cultural, religious and political values. There are no justifications to any attempts to insult religious feelings of the people no matter to what confession they belong. Recent unrest in the Muslim community proves it absolutely unacceptable.
Dear colleagues!
I believe many of you have followed with interest the work of the recent APEC Summit in Vladivostok which has become the marking point in the integration processes in Asia-Pacific Region, securing openness of global and regional markets. The Russian Federation will be even stronger committed to these principles after joining World Trade Organization. Russia will concentrate efforts on creating reliable transport and logistics schemes, food security, providing innovative development, liberalization of trade and investments. As parliamentarians we see our task to provide legislative dimension of this activity. 
For this reason at the end of January, 2013, in Vladivostok, in the same venues that hosted APEC Summit, we initiated the 21st Session of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF).

In this context we would be ready to include in the programme of the meeting wide range of opinions of the Parliaments of ASEAN countries.      
We believe that the forthcoming APPF session will facilitate the implementation of the decisions of the Vladivostok APEC Forum and will allow us to make a real parliamentary contribution into creating the atmosphere of good neighborhood, mutual understanding and cooperation in Asia-Pacific region. We will provide you with the opportunity to get acquainted with the economic potential of Siberia and Eastern Regions of Russia. I’d like to emphasize that this potential in not confined to natural mineral resources alone but also includes remarkable achievements in high technologies and fundamental Research and Development (R&D). 
Among the events of the Forum we intend to arrange a Round table - “Russia as the Bridge between Europe and Asia: Parliamentary Dimension”. We are ready to grant an observer or guest status to national delegations and international parliamentary structures which will show interest in the debates.
To further strengthen mutual understanding among new generations of politicians, we suggest that the delegations of the member states should be composed also of young parliamentarians for the special meeting within the framework of the Forum.  The meeting of young parliamentarians can in future become traditional and can facilitate the establishment and strengthening of contacts between young people, contribute to the development of the youth policy in APR countries.  
Dear friends!
Please, consider my speech as an additional formal invitation to you to participate in Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum in Vladivostok. Of course, the weather in January in Russia is very much different from the weather in Indonesia in September. But we will appeal to the Holy office to help you to escape from severe Russian climate. 
 In conclusion, I would like to thank the Indonesian parliament – the host of  Assembly – for the invitation and the cordial welcome our delegation has enjoyed here.
In the Russian Caucasus where I was born we have a popular saying: “If you want to walk fast – walk alone. But if you want to go far – walk together”.
We have an ambitious and long historic road ahead. I think the main purpose of our meetings is to learn how to understand each other, how to make friends and jointly find solutions which will make our road into stable and safe future.
Let me wish successful work to AIPA General Assembly, peace and prosperity - to the peoples of ASEAN countries!
Thank you for your kind attention.
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